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Thank you for your purchase of all Networking tips that are available on Tips4pc.com. You are

also welcome to request an updated version when updates have been made.

Network file setup and settings
Computer Name Where is my computer name?

IP Address How to view your IP Address

Change your IP Address  Setting or changing it yourself

Mac Address How do | find my mac address to use for network security
Enable Printer and File sharing How to enable in Windows XP And Vista
Router IP Address  How to find your router IP and configure it
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Network Printer
1 Add Network Printer  Applies to Windows Vista
1 Add Network Printer  Applies to Windows XP
1 Enable Printer and File sharing How to enable in Windows XP And Vista
i Path to you r network printer How to find the path \\servenprinter Set Network

Find a computer on your network A quick tip to find another computer on your home

printer permissions  Set who can change printer settings in Windows XP and Vista

File Sharing
1 Sharing Files How to share files with other computers on your Network
1 File Sharing between Windows XP and Vista See how to set up file sharing

between these two operating systems

1 See what files are being shared What computer is sharing what file on your home

network?

1 Enable Printer and File sharing How to enable in Windows XP And Vista

Wireless

1 Wireless Network Security Ways to prevent loosing your personal information

1 Wireless Network Interference Getting the most out of your router and
Wireless Network

1 Wireless Networks  How do they actually work?

1 Finding a Wireless Network How to find one to connect to

1

How to setup a wireless home network What do you need for a wireless home

network

Remote connection

1 Remote Assistance Connect to your Friends computer to get help

1 Remote Desktop How to connect to other computers on your Network

I Connect two Computers over the Internet Connect using Outlook Express
Network Help
Network Connections icon How to show it in your taskbar
Enable or Disable your internet network connection
Why a home net work? What are the benefits of a home network?
Static and Dynamic IP Address What's the difference?
Two computers on one Modem Connect both to the internet
Network Troubleshooting Commands Like PING or Net use
Network Security ~ What are the diff erent types of network security
Internet Connection  Troubleshoot Internet Connection Problems
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»HOW TO FIND YOUR COMPUTER NAME AND CHANGE IT

There will be times when you need to know your computers name. This is not the same as your
user name. You will use your computer name to share files and printers on your home network.
First we have to open the System Properties box. Here's how to find it.

Here are thr _ee easy ways to get to the system properties box:

1. Pressthe Windows key and the Pause Break button at the same time. How easy is
that? Applies to Windows Xp and Vista.

2. Orgo to Start menu>control panel>system (For Vista you can get more details by
clicking on the items in the left bar menu.)

Or go to the Start Menu and right -click on My Computer and select Properties (For Vista its
not my Computer but just computer )

System Properties d s

Syztem Festars Automatic Lpdates I R emaote

Computer Mame

General Hardware I Advanced

=4
| Windows uzes the fallowing information ko identify your computer
an the networkk,

"

Computer description:

Far example: "Fitchen Camputer or 'k ary'z

Comprter',
Full computer name: TEIVEL
Wwork.group: WORKGROUP
To uze the Metwark, |dentification *izard to join a Metwark |0 |
domain and create a local uzer account, click Hetwark, =

1D

To rename thiz computer or join a domain, click Changs

k. Cancel Smply




To get a similar dialog box, as above, to appear in Vista you need to look a bit further. When you
are have open system properties as in the steps above, you also need to click on a menu item in
the left panel. For example, you can click on Advanced Options.

Where is the computer name?

1. Choose computer name from the tab

2. And there /t/s in small writing...If it is a difficult or overly long name click on change.
Change your computer name to something easy. Mine is called 'server' See screenshot
below.

Notes :

1 Windows Vista displays the computer name on the first page of the system properties.

1  When networking or sharing files you can either use your computer I P Addressor your
computer name.

91 All computers on the Network should have different names and IP address's to avoid
conflicts.

Computer Name Changes 7] x|

Y'ou can change the name and the membership of this
computer. Changes may affect access ta netwaork resources.

Computer name;

<

Full computer name;

SETVEL
More... |
 kember of
i~ Domain:
" wiorkgroup:
|WIIIHKI3FHEILIF'

ﬂ ] I Cancel

»HOW TO FIND YOUR COMPUTER | P ADDRESS

Every device connected to the public Internet is assigned a unique number known as an
Internet Protocol (IP) address. IP addresses consist of four numbers separated by periods (also


http://www.tips4pc.com/Articles/Networking%20tips/how_to_find_your_computer_ip_add.htm

called a 'dotted-quad') and look something like 127.0.0.1. Go here for your public Internet |P

address lookup

However sometimes you need to find or change your computers IP address on your home
network . Now days computer networking is very common in the average household and not just
used in the office or business work environments. In fact many home computer networks have
already upgraded to a wireless setup. If you ever need to change your ip address because of a
conflict on your network here's how...

Here are two ways to find your Ip Address:

First Way

1. If you have an /nternet connection icon in the bottom right corner of the taskbar, you
can double click this to open it.

2. Then choose the support tab  at the top.

3. Your IP Address will be there.

Second way

1. Goto The Start Menu , then choose to open control panel
2. Choose Network connections. (Choose Wireless Network for Wireless setups)
3. Right click on your /nternet connection icon and choose properties

OBack bl ~> | ir 7 ! Search Folders » | i El'

Address |6 Metwark Connections

LAN or High-Speed Internet

- Local Area Connection Properties

Local Area Connection

:}1§| Connected

Broadcom Metit Gigabit E. ..
i Broadcom NetXtreme Gigabi

General | Authentication | Advanced

Connect uzing

Wizard B# Broadcom Met:ireme Gigabit Etheme
| Mew Conneckion YWizard This connection uges the following items:
w
| e BQOS Packet Scheduler ad
- = Broadcom Advanced Server Program Driver
S Intemnet Protocol [TCRAF]
~
£ >

Diescription

Transmiszion Control ProtocoldInternet Protocol. The default
wide area network protocol that provides communication
across diverse interconnected networks.

Shaow icon in notification area when connected
Maotify me when this connection has limited or no connectivity

4. While you are there you should tick the box Show icon in notification area when
connected.
5. Then from the list choose /nternet Protocol (TCP/IP)


http://whatismyipaddress.com/staticpages/index.php/lookup-ip
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Internet Protocol (TCP/IP) Properties

General |

'ou can get P zettingz aszigned automatically if your nebwork, supports
this capability. Othensize, you need to agk your network, adminiztrator for
the appropriate [P settings.

(" Obtain an IP address autamatically
(%) Use the following IP address:

IP address: 0.0 .01 |
Subnet mask: | 255 .255.255 . O |
Default gateway: | m. 0.0 .138|

(%) Use the follawing DNS server addresses:

Preferred DMS server: | m. 0.0 .138'

Alternate DMNS semver | ) ) ) |

[ Ok, H Canicel ]

This is my Internet Protocol Properties box. | have chosen to Set my IP address to 10.0.0.1 and
the default gateway is my modem IP address.

Notes:

9 Your Ip address can also have 192.168.0.1. It just depends on how y our Home Network
is configured.

T If You have the button checked that says to obtain an address
automatically you can view your ip address by clicking on the internet
connection icon in the right corner. Go to the support tab.

» SETTING OR CHANGING YOUR COMPUTER | P ADDRESSON YOUR
HOME NETWORK

By Mitz

There are several reasons why you may need to set your own IP Address, rather than have a
random or Dynamic one chosen for you. First you will need to be logged into your computer as
an Administrator. (the main identity which allows you to change settings.)



1. Gotothe Start Menu in the bottom left corner and choose control/ panel from the
menu.

2. Click on the Network Connections  icon once to make it blue. Then right click on it and
a menu will appear.

3. Choose properties from the menu. The dialog box below will appear.

L Local Area Connection Properties

General | Authentication | Advanced

Connect using:

B IntellR) PROA000MT Metwark Con

Thiz connection uzes the following items:

% Cliert for Microsoft Metwork.s
S File and Printer Sharing for Microsoft Mebwarks
BGDS Facket Scheduler

Internet Pratocol [TCRAR] P

Drezcription

Tranzmigzion Control Protocol/ntermet Protocal. The default
wide area network, protocal that provides communication
across diverse interconnected netwarks.

[ ] 5how icon in notification area when connected
Hatify me when this connection haz limited or no connectivity

] ] [ Cancel

4. Make /nternet Protocol  blue and then press the Properties Button.
5. The dialog box below will appear.



Internet Protocol (TCP/IP) Properties

General

You can get P settings assigned automatically if pour network, supports
thiz capability. Othenyize, you need to azk vaur nebwork, adminiztratar for
the appropriate 1P zettings.

(") Obtain an 1P address autamatically
{(®iJze the following IF address:

IF addreszz: m. o .0 .1
Subnet mazk: 28R 28R AR 0
Default gateway: m . 0.0 138

(#) Use the follawing DMS server addresses:
Prefered DMS zerver: m. o .0 .138

Alternate DMS zerver:;

[ Q. l[ Cancel ]

By default, obtain an IP address automatically will be selected on your computer. To change
or set your own Ip address choose the Use the following IP address option.

Now the only way | can explain (in simple terms) how to enter all of these numbers is to follow
my example.

| chose to make my IP Address 10.0.0.1 (You can also use this number as your first computer Ip
address and your second would be 10.0.0.2 and the third 10.0.0.3 and so on.)

Make your subnet mask the same as mine. This number should be the same on all of your
computer on your network.

The default gateway is my Modems IP Address. | found the modems Ip Address in the manual it
came with. You can also find it by typing the model number and make of your modem into
google. For Example type D-Link 540 IP address.  This number will be the same for all the
computers on your network as they are all connected to the same modem...

Browse Tips4pc.com for more articles
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=» T O FIND YOUR MACADDRESSIN WINDOWS XP
Your computers Mac address or physical address can be used as a part of your wireless network
security. If you have this security enabled, your router will only let the computers into the

network with the corresponding mac addre ss .

To find your mac address in Windows XP_there are two ways

The first way to find your mac address

Double click on the /nternet icon  (near the time) in your system tray.
Choose the support tab

Then choose details.

It will be labelled the physical add ress.

It will look like this 00 -D8-85-F8-D5-52 with 12 numbers.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

You can also
1. Open a run command box . Startmenu>run

2. Type in cmd /k jpconfig /all
3. Once again it will be labeled phAysical address

= Type the name of a program, folder, document, ar |
= Internet resource, and Windows will open it For wou,

(o u= TRl - ipconfig (Al v

(04 l [ Zancel ] [ Browse. .,

Browse Sitemap for more Free Computer Help
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»HOW TO ENABLE PRINTER AND FILE SHARING ON YOUR HOME
NETWORK

Before you share a printer or any files on your home network, you must enable or share these
items. Here is a detailed, step by step tutorial on how to enable Printer and File sharing.

How to enable a Printer to be shared on your home network

©ONoGAWNE

©

First we have to get to Printers and Faxes properties.

Go to the start menu

Choose Printers and Faxes form there. If it is not there, choose control panel
Then double click on Printers and faxes

Now you will see the printers that are installed on your computer

Right click on the printer you wantto share

From the menu you can choose either properties or sharing...

You simply go to the Sharing tab and choose to share the printer.  You can also
renam e your printer here.

Go here to install the network printer on the other computers in your network.

How to enable File Sharing on your computer on your home network

If | wanted to share My Pictures folder with everyone on the network | would do this:

W

No A

©

Open My Documents Folde r (Usually can find in the start menu)
Find the My Pictures folder and right click on it. A menu will appear
Choose Sharing and security

Click on share this folder
It will fill in the name for you
Then press permissions button

Here you can tick which one you want. If you only want people to see but not touch
the files choose read only. If you want to all full con trol tick that.

Then click apply and ok
Click apply and Ok again

If | wanted to share another folder you simply do the steps again.


http://www.tips4pc.com/Articles/Windows%20Vista/How_to_add_a_network_printer_in_windows_vista_or_windows_xp.htm

See How to share files and folders now that it is enabled.

»HOW FIND THE | P ADDRESS OF YOUR ROUTER TO CONFIGUREIT?

You will need to access your router to configure its settings when you are setting up a home
network. Every different brand of modem has a different Ip Address which can be found usually
by searching the internet. For example | have a D -link router so | would type the model in google
to find the ip address. | would type DI-524 factory Ip Address to find the answer.

Here is a list of some common router brands with their IP Address and password.

Router Address Username Password
3Com http://192.168.1.1 admin admin
D-Link http://192.168.0.1 admin

Linksys http://192.168.1.1 ladmin admin
Microsoft Broadband http://192.168.2.1 admin admin
Netgear http://192.168.0.1 admin password

To configure your router, when you first set ip up, you need t o connect to the modem and a
computer in order to access it. If you have anything connected to the modem, un plug it to start
from scratch. Just leave the modem connected to the internet.

To access your router

1. Connect your wireless router to your modem using an Ethernet cable

2. Plug it into the port labeled /nternet, WAN, or WLAN  on the back of your router.

3. Using the network cable that came with your wireless router, you should temporarily
connect your computer  to one of the open network ports on your wire less router (any
port that isn't labeled Internet, WAN, or WLAN).

4. Tum Everything on.  So the modem is connected to the router, and the computer is
connected to it as well. The computer and modem are not connected.

5. Open internet Explorer  and type in the | P address to configure your router.
http://192. etc

Your router page should come up for you to change settings.

With most routers there is an automatic wizard which will setup everything easily for you. After
you have completed these steps you can also change other settings like the one to do with your
home network security. It is important to have security measures in place especially when using
a wireless connection.

Once you have finished setting up your router, you need to unplug the computer from the router.
Now you are ready to setup your network. Here's how to setup a wireless home network.

Notes:

1 You can also type the Ip Address of your router into the run command window. Start
menu>Run
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It is probably best not to change your Ip Address of your router, as it is handy to be able
to find it when ever you need. If you forget the IP address you will not be able to access
it.

A manual usually comes with your router. This will help with the setup.

More details available in this pdf.
http://www.west.net.au/support/wireless/quide/wireless_setup_guide.pdf

Browse Sitemap for more Free Computer Help

»EASY WAY TO FIND ANOTHER COMPUTER ON YOUR HOME NETWORK

People often neglect the obvious, and this is definitely one of those tips that has been right in
front of you the whole entire time. You might not be able to find a computer on your home
network and this little trick might just help.

To find another computer on your home network you will need:

1.
2.

3.

To have a home network setup on your computers

To know the computer name of the computer yo u are searching for. Read how to find
your computer name.

To know the username and password to access the other computer If there isn't a
password you should add one.

Here is how to find another computer on your home network.

=

Open My Computer from the Start menu in the bottom left corner
Press the sear ch button at the top (with the magnify glass next to it)

Then choose what you want to search for .. We want to choose Computers and
People

See screenshot to the right

Under the heading of Which computer are you looking for , type in the computer
name you want to find.

Then press search and it will find it.
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¥® Search Results - Computers

File Edit ‘iew Faworites Tools  Help #
e Back ~ \..,u) i.ﬁ; p Search ||| 7 Folders | B ¥ [NJ =
Address |£) Search Results - Computers V| Go | Links ¥
Oalexa - | |p3f!al‘ch = Securefintranet site, or offline. Alexe
Search Companion x Mame In Folder

‘ Mitz-pc @ Workgroup

Which computer are you
looking for?

Zamputer narne: a
| mitz-pc H
You may also wank ko,

E) Search this computer For —
files

Q Search the Internet

< I 3
——. S

Now you can double click the computer and you will be asked for the username and password.
Once you have done that you will be able to see what that computer is sharing. Also see how to
enable file sharing.

Browse Sitemap for more Free Computer Help

Notes:
1 You can also search the other computer for a specific file or folder by pressing Search
this computer for files.

»ADD A NETWORK PRINTER TO WINDOWS VISTA OR WINDOWS XP

By Mitz

Both Windows Vis _ta Tips and Windows XP

Now days the average household has more than one computer and share available resources
over a home network. No-ones wants their house cluttered up with unnecessary office
equipment, and this is exactly the reason why we need to use a network printer. For example if
you have three computers on your home network you would only need one printer for them all.
Windows XP and Vista allow you to use computer hardware that is connected to another
computer on your Network. Here's how to add a Network Printer.
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To add a network printer we need:

=

A printer that is already installed on one computer in your home or office network.

2. You need to know the actual computer name that the printer is installed on . How
to find the Computer Name?

3. Printer Sharing has to be enabled . (Go to Control Panel>Printers Settings Icon>right

click on the printer icon and choose sharing. Also create a simple name for your printer

here.)

4. The name of you shared printer . It usually is the brand of the printer which could be
cannon bj3000, however | like to rename it just printer .

Now to add a network printer:

1. Gotothe control panel which can be found by clicking the start button.

2. Inthe left bar click on switch to classic view

3. Then click on the Printer and Faxes Icon.

4. Choose to Add Printer in the left sidebar.

5. A dialog box will appear. You can choose to add a network Printer . Then ask the
computer to find it. If it does find it your done.

6. When the computer does not find your network printer manually type it in
yourself.

=5

@ s Add Printer

Find a printer by name or TCP/IP address

) Browse for a printer
@) Select a shared printer by name

\\server\printers [ Browse...

Example: \\computername'printername or
http: //computername fprinters printername/.printer

Add a printer using a TCP/IP address or hostname

Next ][ Cancel ]

7. | have written \\servenprinter$ then | pressed Next. Server is the name of the computer
that has the printer installed on it, and Printer$ is the name | gave my printer when |
enabled sharing.
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Pi— —

‘Connect to server

(A

Connecting to server

User name: | v
Password:

Remember my password

OK Cancel

8. Then it will ask me to enter the wuser name and password for the computer that has
the printer | want to access.

9. Windows Vista came up with this warning below and | pressed /nstall driver

T ————

Printers ' " '

: To use the shared printer \\server\printer$, you need to install

== the printer driver on your computer. If you do not recognize or
trust the name and location of the printer, do not install the
driver.

(@Lnstall driver][ Cancel 3

»ADD A NETWORK PRINTER TO YOUR WINDOWS XP COMPUTER

Adding a network printer to your home network is, no w days, an absolute necessity. Most
households have a home network and will find a network printer, space saving, and money
saving at the same time. You will only need one printer to service all of your computers in your
house. It does not matter if your h ome network is wireless or not, the same installation
procedures apply. Go here if you are installing a network printer on Windows Vista.



http://www.tips4pc.com/Articles/Windows%20Vista/How_to_add_a_network_printer_in_windows_vista_or_windows_xp.htm

To install a network printer on Windows XP you will need
1 You must have a printer installed to a computer on your network and printer sharing
enabled.
1 To know the name of the computer that the printer is actually installed on.
1 To know the share name of the printer.
Here's how to add a network printer to your Windows XP computer

Go to the control pane/ which can be found by clicking the start button.
In the left bar click on switch to classic view

Then click on the Printer and Faxes [lcon.

Choose to Add Printer in the left sidebar.

A dialog box will appear. You can choose to add a network Printer . Then ask the
computer to find it. If it does find it yo ur done.

When the computer does not find your network printer manually type it in
yourself.

agbrwNE

o

Add Printer Wizard

Local or HNetwork Printer
The wizard needs to know which type of printer to zet up,

Select the option that describes the printer pau want to use:

" Local printer attached to this computer
¥ | sutematically detect and install my Plug atd|Flay primter
+ ' & network printer, or a printer attached bo another computer

i To zet up a network, printer that is not attached to a print server,
‘\I) Lze the "Lacal printer'’ option.

¢ Back . Cancel |

In order for the computer to find a network printer, sharing m ust be enabled. See how to enable
printer sharing

When this is done you can help the computer find your printer by typing in the path to your
network printer yourself. Here's how to find the network printer path

See the picture below. The printer | am sharing has a hand underneath it and the network
printer that another computer is sharing with me has a bar under it.
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Now when | print something it will go to the network printer because | have also made it my

default printer. (tick next to it)

"8 Printers and Faxes

J File Edit Wiew Favorites Tools  Help

=10l x|

ir.

OBack - Q - lﬁ

J'.:] Search T

Falders

I (% [ [EE-

8.

|Links >

J Address [ Printers and Faxes
| ©Alexa - |

|ﬂ5&arch = Securefintranet site, or offline. Alexa info not available.

Printer Tasks

|2 Addaprinter
& Set up faxing

»

See Also

\7] Troubleshoot printing
i) Get hielp with prinking

b

Other Places

[} Contral Panel
% Scanners and Cameras
(L) My Dacuments

E‘ My Pictures
3 My Computer

L0

Details

1," ) _'l,'u HP PSC 1400 series on frank
T 0

=]

adobe POF
]
Feady

The network printer that is physically
installed on another computer

The printer that is on my computer

that | am sharing

~|4]

»\\/HAT ISTHE QORRECT PATH TO YOUR NETWORK PRINTER IN

WINDOWS?

If yvour network printer attached to a computer on

your_network

1. you need to type \\

2. then the computer name (the one that has the printer attached)

3. then\

4. then type the name of the printer

5. This is what it looks like ..

\\'serven hpprinter

If the computer name was mitz and the printer was bob | would t ype \\mitz\bob

Notes:
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Browse

»3SET
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When enabling sharing for your printer, rename it something very easy.

Rename your computer name to something easy also. The default computer name is a
mix of your name and numbers, which is very confusing to re -type when trying to
network a printer.

Sitemap for more Free Computer Help

NETWORK PRINTER PERMISSIONSIN WINDOWS

First we have to get to Printers and Faxes properties.

Go to the start menu

Choose Printers and Faxes from there. If it is not there, choose control panel

Then double click on Printers and faxes

Now you will see the printers that are installe d on your computer

Right click on the printer you want to set permissions for

From the menu you can choose properties

You simply go to the Security tab. You will see a /ist of users to set permissions for.

If you make Everyone Blue, then below you can tick the boxes to set printer sharing
permissions.

10. 7he average user only needs to be able to print.

& Adobe PDF Properties 2xl

General I Sharing E'orts I Advanced
Color M anagement m | Device Settings

Group or user names:

ﬁ Adminiztrators [SERYERSAdminiztrators]
€7 CREATOR DWwWHER

ﬁ Power zers [SERWVERPower Users]

For zpecial permizzions or for advanced zettings, e |
click Advanced. —

Add.. I Remove |
Permizzions for Everpone il Drerm
Frirt —9 O
tanage Printers O O
tanage Documents O O
Special Permizsions O O

1] I Canicel

For an administrator , it is set by default to let them change any settings  and basically be in
control of the network printer. See the settings below.
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&’ Adobe PDF Properties : d s

General Sharing Faorts I Advanced I
Color M anagement w | Device Settings

Group or uzer names:

€7 CREATOR OWNER

ﬁ Everone

ﬁ Power Uzers [SERVERWPawer Uszers)

Add... | Bemove |

Permizzions for &dministrators Al Deny

Frint
tanage Printers
b anage Documents

OoOoOono

Special Permizsions
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»HOW TO SHARE FILESWITH OTHER COMPUTERSON YOUR HOME

NETWORK
Applies to Windows Xp and Windows Vista

File sharing used to be something reserved for the professional office network, however now
days it is available for the average home network user as this feature is included with Windows
Xp Home and Pro. It isn't that hard to setup either. Below is a step by step of the easiest way |
know to share files amongst the computers on your home network.

First you have to disable simple file sharing

Open My Computer

Choose tools from the menu at the top

Choose folder options  from the drop down menu

Click on the View Tab , scroll to the bottom..

Untick Use Simple File sharing ..Yes we are disabling it !!
Press Apply and then OK

ok wpnE



Now __vou need to share a particular folder or entire drive

If | wanted to share My Pictures folder with everyone on the home network | would do this:

1.
2.
3.

o gk

©

Open My Documents Folder (Usually can find in the start menu)
Find the My Pictures folder and right click on it. A menu will appear
Choose Sharing and security

Click on share this folder
It will fill in the name for you
Then press permission s button

Here you can tick which one you want. If you only want people to see but not touch
the files choose read only. If you want to all full control tick that.

Then click apply and ok
Click apply and Ok again




